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DUNCAN UPSHAW FLETCHER
He who moves with the tide of liberalism knows when life
comes to a close that he has been on the side of the angels, that
he has marched with those who since the beginning of history
have endeavored to make of this world a kingdom of God. Henry
Morgenthau, Sr.
In the death of Duncan Upshaw Fletcher, in
Washington on June 17, the Florida Historical So-
ciety lost its oldest honorary member, Florida one
of its foremost citizens, and the nation one of the
few men (to serve twenty-seven years in its Senate.
Born in Sumter County, Georgia, January 6,
1859, Mr. Fletcher was graduated from Vanderbilt
University in 1880 and removed to Florida the next
year to practice law in Jacksonville, which there-
after was his home. Twice mayor of that city-the
last time following the disastrous fire of 1901-a
member of the Florida House of Representatives in
1893, for several years chairman of the Duval Coun-
ty Board of Public Instruction, and chairman of the
State Democratic Executive Committee from 1904 to
1908, he was chosen by his party as its nominee for
the United States Senate in the latter year and serv-
ed continuously in that body until his death at the
age of seventy-seven years.
During the World War in the second Wilson ad-
ministration he was chairman of the Senate Commit-
tee on Commerce, and at the time of his death chair-
man of its Committee on Banking and Currency,
these positions imposing on him responsibility for
many important acts of Congress.
Never a radical, never a reactionary, sometimes
conservative, sometimes more progressive, probably
the elastic term “liberal” best describes Senator
Fletcher’s philosophy of politics, life, and religion.
No reference to him would be complete that did not
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note the sincerity of his religious convictions, his
faith in “the fatherhood of God, the brotherhood of
man, and the leadership of Jesus.”
As we bid farewell to a great public leader and
(to hundreds of Floridians) an esteemed and be-
loved personal friend, we may believe that our part-
ing words have already greeted him upon the
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